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Introduction to Poster Presentation
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Examples
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Poster presentation
● Informal event.
● Encourages interaction and exchange of ideas.
● Different from paper and talk.
● Way of presenting your topic in illustrative way:

– Outline of your work.
– Detailed enough to be self-contained.
– For varying general audience.

● Goal is to share information and attract interest 
to your work!
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Designing the poster

● Spend a few minutes thinking about :
– What is the story you want to tell.

● Motivation
● Statement of the problem
● Method and approach
● Results and conclusion
● Don't forget the references

– How the poster looks visually
● Graphics, colors, images, graphs.

● Simplicity is the key.
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● Layout and modularity
– To support your story.
– Guide the reader.
– Avoid congestion in audience.
– Horizontal vs. vertical vs. cyclic vs. radial

● Typeface
– Text should be visible from a few meters apart.
– Title and author names should be prominent.

Designing ... (cont'd)
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Designing ... (cont'd)
● Figures and diagrams preferred over text and 

tables.
– Bulleted lists instead of running text.

● Use colors
– To make your poster more attractive.
– To support your story.
– Sparingly — never use RED and GREEN in graphs 

to illustrate your point.
● More guidelines:

– Google, for instance, “ scientific poster design”
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Presenting your poster
● Do not stand in front of your poster.
● Use graphics in your presentation.
● Be sensitive to the background of your audience.
● Finish with one listener first, then start with newly 

come.
● Don't be cheesy - Bad jokes are worse than no jokes.
● To support you presentation, you may have

– Hand-outs (or even full papers) available
– Computer demos
– Contact information
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If you want to make a

● Bad poster
– Design for one audience 

—  your competitor
– Layout in rows
– Obscure the sequence
– Have a lot of small text
– Be wordy, but avoid 

explanation

● Excellent poster
– Design for varying 

audience —  competitors, 
colleagues, people from 
outside your field

– Layout in columns
– Indicate the sequence
– Use graphics
– Emphasize important info
– Organize your message
– KISS
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Some more examples
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